
        Which ERP Provides Stronger Functionality: Active ERP (aERP) or NetSuite? 

Active ERP (aERP) by Aboard Software and NetSuite (by Oracle) are both cloud-native ERP platforms 
designed to support dynamic and growing businesses. They offer a comprehensive set of modules, but 
their approach to customization, integration, and scalability can be quite different. This guide will help 
you compare the strengths and functionality of each system. 

 

        Feature Comparison: Active ERP vs. NetSuite 

Feature / Area Active ERP (aERP) NetSuite (Oracle) 

Core ERP Modules 
✔ Full suite: Finance, CRM, Inventory, Sales, 
Manufacturing 

✔ Full suite: Finance, CRM, HR, 
Inventory, Manufacturing, etc. 

Manufacturing / 
MRP 

✔ Traditional + AI-augmented MRP (BOMs, 
routings, scheduling) 

✔ Advanced Manufacturing module 
(discrete/process workflows) 

Financial 
Management 

✔ Complex financials: multi-entity, multi-
currency, tax, GAAP/IFRS, statutory 
compliance, global consolidation, audit trails 

✔ Deep financials: consolidation, 
statutory compliance, auditability 

Customization 
Approach 

        No-code model — modify data 
structure, UI, logic at runtime 

    Code-heavy — via SuiteScript, 
SuiteFlow, SuiteBuilder 

Automation / 
Intelligence 

          Native Auto Pilot engine — smart 
workflows, dynamic decisions 

       Rules-based automation, no 
native AI (relies on scripting) 

User Interface / 
UX 

      Modern, responsive, real-time editing 
and configuration 

      Mature and consistent but less 
flexible/responsive 

Deployment 
Model 

    100% Cloud-native SaaS, also supports 
on-premises 

    100% Cloud-native SaaS, with an 
on-premises option available (via 
SuiteCloud) 

Adaptability to 
Change 

     Highly dynamic — evolves without 
developer input 

       Stable, but change often requires 
dev effort or consultants 

Integration 
Capabilities 

       Built-in no-code integration layer 
     REST/SOAP APIs, SuiteTalk, 
external ETL tools 

Globalization 
Support 

✔ Multi-language, multi-currency, tax 
localization 

✔ Deep localization + global 
subsidiary management (OneWorld) 

Partner Ecosystem        Vendor-led, lean, high-touch 
     Extensive global partner and 
consultant ecosystem 

Implementation 
Time 

           Fast (weeks to a few months) 
        Often 6–12 months or longer 
depending on complexity 



Feature / Area Active ERP (aERP) NetSuite (Oracle) 

Pricing Model       Transparent usage-based pricing 
          Tiered modular pricing — can 
escalate with scale/customizations 

Ideal Customer 
Profile 

       Dynamic organizations needing 
adaptability, automation, lower TCO 

        Mature organizations needing 
compliance-heavy, structured ERP 

 

      Conclusion: Which System Has Stronger Functionality? 

Both Active ERP (aERP) and NetSuite are comprehensive ERP systems, but the best choice for your 
business will depend on the specific needs of your organization. Here's a breakdown of what each 
platform offers: 

     Choose Active ERP (aERP) if you want: 

• A system with both traditional and modern workflows (including AI-augmented MRP) 

• No-code customization, allowing for flexible changes to data structure, UI, and business logic in 
real time 

• Advanced financial management features, including multi-entity, multi-currency, tax 
compliance, global consolidation, and audit trails 

• Native AI-driven automation (via Auto Pilot engine) to reduce manual decision-making and 
improve operational efficiency 

• A modern, user-friendly UI that is responsive and easy to configure 

• The ability to run the system on-premises, offering flexibility for businesses that require on-
premise deployment alongside cloud capabilities 

• A lower total cost of ownership (TCO) with faster time-to-value, making it ideal for growing, 
agile businesses 

     Choose NetSuite if you want: 

• A mature, globally recognized ERP system with deep capabilities for financial management (e.g., 
statutory compliance, global consolidation, auditability) that are ideal for regulated industries 
and large enterprises 

• A structured environment with extensive industry-specific templates and global subsidiary 
management (OneWorld) for businesses with complex, multi-national needs 

• The ability to customize the system using SuiteScript, SuiteFlow, and SuiteBuilder, which is ideal 
for businesses with dedicated IT teams 

• A comprehensive partner ecosystem and the support of Oracle’s global presence 

• A system with a proven track record in highly regulated industries 

          Final Thought: 

• Active ERP (aERP) is best for organizations that prioritize flexibility, automation, and a modern 
user experience in a no-code environment, especially if on-premise deployment is a critical 
requirement. 



• NetSuite is an excellent choice for large organizations or those with complex regulatory 
requirements that need a globally supported solution with extensive compliance tools and a 
structured environment. 

 


