@ Which ERP Provides Stronger Functionality: Active ERP (aERP) or Katana Linked to QuickBooks?

Active ERP (aERP) and Katana, when linked to QuickBooks, are both powerful solutions designed for
businesses that need robust manufacturing and inventory management. However, they cater to different
business needs with varying levels of customization, automation, and financial management capabilities.
This guide will help you compare their key features to understand which system suits your business

requirements.

[l Feature Comparison: Active ERP vs. Katana Linked to QuickBooks

Feature / Area

Core ERP Modules

Active ERP (aERP)

v Full suite: Finance, CRM, Inventory,
Sales, Manufacturing

Manufacturing / v Traditional + Al-augmented MRP

MRP

Financial
Management

Customization
Approach

Automation /
Intelligence

User Interface /
UX

Deployment
Model

Adaptability to
Change

Integration
Capabilities

(BOMs, routings, scheduling)

v Supports complex financials: multi-
entity, multi-currency, tax, GAAP/IFRS,
statutory compliance, global
consolidation, audit trails

€8 No-code model — modify data
structure, Ul, logic at runtime

Native Auto Pilot engine — smart
workflows, dynamic decisions

¥> Modern, highly responsive, real-time
editing and configuration

& 100% Cloud-native SaaS, also supports
on-premises

Highly dynamic — evolves without
developer input

\ Built-in no-code integration layer

Katana (Linked to QuickBooks)

v Core modules: Inventory, Sales,
Manufacturing, Order Management
(with QuickBooks handling finance)

v Simple inventory-based MRP and
production management with real-time
tracking

v Relies on QuickBooks for financial
management, providing core accounting
features, tax compliance, and basic
reporting

&2 Limited customization through
integrations, mainly focused on basic
functionality

Basic automation capabilities
through integration with QuickBooks,
limited Al-driven functionality

@8 Simple and intuitive UI, designed for
manufacturers, integrates with
QuickBooks for financial functions

@ Cloud-based SaaS, with QuickBooks
integration for both cloud and on-
premise deployments

More rigid; requires integration work
or adjustments for significant changes

@ Deep integration with QuickBooks,
basic integrations with some third-party
tools



Feature / Area Active ERP (aERP) Katana (Linked to QuickBooks)

K Limited to QuickBooks' capabilities

Globalization Vv Multi-language, multi-currency, tax o .
o guag K for global support, no built-in multi-
Support localization o
currency or advanced localization
Partner @ Limited third-party ecosystem,

Ecosystem

Implementation
Time

Pricing Model @ Transparent usage-based pricing

Ideal Customer
Profile

@ Vendor-led, lean, high-touch support mainly QuickBooks-focused

$¢ Moderate (depends on the

g Fast (weeks to a few months) complexity of QuickBooks integration)

2 Subscription-based pricing, with
QuickBooks subscription costs on top

@ Growing businesses needing flexibility, [:_| Small to mid-sized businesses
automation, and comprehensive financial needing inventory management with
management QuickBooks handling finances

@ Conclusion: Which System Has Stronger Functionality?

Both Active ERP (aERP) and Katana (when linked with QuickBooks) are excellent solutions, but they
serve different types of businesses based on their needs. Here's what each system offers:

Choose Active ERP (aERP) if you want:

A fully integrated ERP solution that includes not only manufacturing and inventory management
but also advanced financial management (multi-entity, multi-currency, tax compliance, global
consolidation, etc.)

The ability to run your system on-premises or in the cloud, giving flexibility for deployment
based on your business needs

Al-driven automation (via Auto Pilot engine) to improve workflows and reduce manual decision-
making

No-code customization capabilities, enabling you to adjust business logic, data structure, and
user interface without requiring developer resources

A modern, responsive user interface that provides ease of use and real-time configurability

Rapid implementation with a low total cost of ownership (TCO) — ideal for dynamic, growing
businesses

Choose Katana (Linked to QuickBooks) if you want:

A cost-effective solution focused on inventory management and production control, with a
simple MRP system and real-time tracking for manufacturers

The ability to integrate seamlessly with QuickBooks for financial operations, ensuring easy
accounting and basic tax compliance

A user-friendly interface designed specifically for small to mid-sized manufacturers that need
basic functionality and inventory control



A system that is easy to set up and integrates quickly with QuickBooks, with minimal
customization required

A straightforward solution with lower upfront costs, especially for companies already using
QuickBooks for accounting

22 Final Thought:

Active ERP (aERP) is ideal for organizations that need a fully integrated ERP system with
comprehensive financial features, no-code customization, Al-powered automation, and the
ability to run the system both on-premises and in the cloud. It’s best suited for businesses that
need to scale, adapt rapidly, and manage both manufacturing and financials in a single platform.

Katana, linked with QuickBooks, is a great solution for smaller or mid-sized manufacturers that
primarily need inventory management and production control with basic financial
functionality. It’s perfect for businesses that are already using QuickBooks and want a cost-
effective solution that’s easy to set up and integrate.



